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On Nov. 30, President Bill Clinton's administration officially released US$48.5 million in FY 1993
assistance for Nicaragua, which had been suspended since July. Clinton personally announced
the decision during a press conference held following a brief visit to the White House by the
seven heads of state from Central America. "Significant progress [has been] made in Nicaragua in
asserting civilian control over the military, and in trying to resolve some American property claims,"
said Clinton in an effort to explain his decision. Disbursement of the US$48.5 million had been
frozen since the Senate voted 77 to 23 in July in favor of a resolution sponsored by Sen. Jesse Helms
(R-NC). The resolution called for a halt in disbursement of remaining FY 1993 aid to Nicaragua
a total of US$104 million had been approved until a series of conditions were met (see NotiSur
07/30/93). Chief among these was certification by President Clinton that no senior official of the
Nicaraguan government, including the army and police, is linked to "international terrorism." The
language of the Senate resolution was largely based on repercussions from the May 23 explosion
of an underground weapons cache at a Managua automobile repair shop (see NotiSur 08/13/93).
Documents found in the cache detailed the existence of an international kidnapping ring, leading
US politicians and the media to conclude that the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) was
involved, and that members of the current Nicaraguan government are guilty of at least turning
a blind eye to such activities. Subsequent investigations with participation of agents from the US
Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) failed to turn up any evidence of such links. To the contrary,
according to investigators, analysis of documents pulled from the cache site indicate that the ring
had been inactive since sometime in the mid-1980s. Declarations to this effect by those working on
the investigation have received almost no coverage in the US media. Washington has used aid to
Nicaragua to pressure for a wide range of political reforms ever since President Violeta Chamorro's
administration came to office in mid-1990. For example, at the behest of Sen. Helms, ex-president
George Bush held up disbursement of FY 1992 aid to Nicaragua beginning in June 1992, to press US
demands on property rights. That aid was not disbursed by the Clinton administration until April
1993 (see Central America Update 06/05/92, NotiSur, 04/09/93). Meanwhile, in a statement released
after Clinton's Nov. 30 declarations at the White House, the State Department suggested that future
aid disbursements will be contingent upon the Chamorro government's ability to continue carrying
out economic and political reforms at a satisfactory pace. (Sources: Associated Press, 09/29/93,
11/30/93; Reuter, Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 11/30/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

